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The UK left the European Union on 31st January 2020, with a deal agreed between 
the EU and the UK.  
 
A transition period will be in place until 31st December 2020, during which time the 
benefits associated with freedom of movement remain in place (including the right 
to move and work in the UK and all EU countries, and unrestricted business 
travel).  
 
Citizens of an EU member state who relocate to the UK before the end of 2020 
may continue living and working in that country after Brexit, but should take the 
necessary action to protect this position.  
 
Europeans who move to the UK after the end of the transition period will have to 
comply with UK immigration rules, i.e. obtain an appropriate visa.  
 

 

Overview 
There are an estimated 3.4 million EU citizens living in the UK, exercising their right of 
free movement. 
 
Europeans who reside in the UK on or before 31st December 2020 must apply for 
status under the EU Settlement Scheme. The deadline to apply is 30th June 2021. This 
online, straightforward application will give individuals an online status which they will 
use to prove right to work (and other entitlements) in the future. 

 
Link: Apply for EU Settlement Scheme. 

 
Europeans who relocate from 1st January 2021, will need to meet the requirements of 
the UK’s immigration rules. A new immigration system is expected to be in place by 
then. 
 
 Link: Check if you need a UK visa. 
 
 
  

https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families
https://www.gov.uk/check-uk-visa


 

Who should apply 
You will need to apply if you are a citizen from any of the countries listed below: 
 

• Austria 
• Belgium 
• Bulgaria 
• Croatia 
• Republic of Cyprus 
• Czech Republic 
• Denmark 
• Estonia 
• Finland 
• France 

• Germany 
• Greece  
• Hungary 
• Iceland 
• Italy 
• Latvia 
• Liechtenstein 
• Lithuania 
• Luxembourg 
• Malta 

• Netherlands 
• Norway 
• Poland 
• Portugal 
• Romania 
• Slovakia 
• Slovenia 
• Spain 
• Sweden 
• Switzerland 

 
You will also need to apply if you are not a citizen from the countries listed above, but 
your family member is. 
 
This means you need to apply even if you: 

• were born in the UK but are not a British citizen 

• Have a UK ‘permanent residence document’ 

• Are a family member of an EU, EEA, of Swiss citizen who does not need to 
apply 

• Are an EU, EEA or Swiss citizen with British citizen family member 
 
If you have children, you need to apply for them separately. 
 
 

Who does not need to apply 
You do not need to apply if you have: 

• British citizenship 

• Irish citizenship 

• British and Irish dual citizenship 

• Indefinite leave to enter the UK 

• Indefinite leave to remain in the UK 
 
 

What will you get 
If you apply to the EU Settlement Scheme successfully, you’ll be able to continue living 
and working in the UK after 30 June 2021.  You’ll be given either: 

• Settled status 

• Pre-settled status 
 
 

Settled status 
You will usually receive settled status if you have: 

• Started living in the UK by 31st December 2020 

• Lived in the UK for a continuous 5-year period 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families/if-you-have-permanent-residence-or-indefinite-leave-to-remain
https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families/apply-settled-status-for-child


 

Pre-settled status 
If you do not have 5 years’ continuous residence when you apply, you’ll usually receive 
pre-settled status.  You can apply to change this status to settled status once you’ve 
got 5 years’ continuous residence. 
 
 

Your rights with settled or pre-settled status 
You will be able to: 

• Work in the UK 

• Use the NHS for free, if you can at the moment 

• Enrol in education or continue studying 

• Access public funds, such as benefits and pensions, if you’re eligible for them 

• Travel in and out the UK 
 
 

How to apply 
When you apply, you will need proof of: 

• Your identity (i.e. passport, biometric residence card / permit)  

• Your residence in the UK (i.e. National Insurance number) 
 
If you have criminal convictions, you will be asked to declare convictions that 
appear in your criminal record in the UK and overseas. 
 
You do not need to apply for settled or pre-settled status if you’re an Irish citizen. 
 
It is free to apply for the EU Settlement Scheme. 
 

Link: Apply for EU Settlement Scheme. 
 
 

Further information 
For questions about your application, you can contact the EU Settlement Scheme 
Resolution Centre (part of the UK Home Office) on 0300 123 7379.  You can also 
submit your question using an online form. 
 
 
 

 
 

EU Settlement Scheme 
  

https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families
https://www.eu-settled-status-enquiries.service.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families
https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families


 

Eligibility to join the EU Settlement Scheme flowchart 
 
 

 


