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Section 1:  Vaccine Details 
 

Are they live vaccines? No. Neither the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine nor the AstraZeneca (AZ) vaccine are live vaccines. 
The AZ vaccine uses an adenovirus, but as it cannot replicate it is not a live vaccine. 
 

How is the COVID-19 vaccine given? 
 

You will be given an injection in your upper arm.   
You will need two doses, the second will be offered 12 weeks after the first dose. During your vaccination, 
strict infection prevention and control measures will be in place. 
 

Will a vaccine booster be required? The schedule requires two doses. 
Current guidance does not recommend booster doses beyond the initial two doses. 
 If an interval longer than the recommended interval is left between doses, the second dose 
should still be given (preferably using the same vaccine as was given for the first dose if 
possible). The course does not need to be restarted. 
 

What are the side effects from the vaccines? Local reactions are common after vaccination. 
Local reactions most commonly involve pain at the injection site, usually without redness and swelling. 
Systemic symptoms reported are generally mild and short lived. These included fatigue and headache. 
Mild fever following COVID-19 vaccination is a common, expected reaction and isolation is not required unless 
COVID-19 is suspected. 
 

Will everyone who receives the vaccine 
experience side effects? 

Not necessarily. Most, but not all, people who are vaccinated will experience mild side effects. 
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What is the efficacy of the vaccines?  The level of protection given from the first dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine is calculated at around 90%. 
Protection from first dose of the AstraZeneca vaccine is calculated at around 70%, with high protection 
against severe disease. 
 

How effective is one dose of the vaccines? For both vaccines, efficacy is very high after first dose (greater than 70%) 
 
The second dose is still important to provide longer lasting protection and is expected to be as or more 
effective when delivered 12 weeks after the first dose. 
More detailed information from the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) can be accessed 

here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/priority-groups-for-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-advice-

from-the-jcvi-30-december-2020/joint-committee-on-vaccination-and-immunisation-advice-on-priority-

groups-for-covid-19-vaccination-30-december-2020 

 

Will I receive the same vaccine for my second 
dose? 

Yes  

How long will the coverage provided by the 
vaccine last? 

This is not yet known and will be the subject of further study. 
 

Which countries tested the vaccines?  The Pzifer vaccine trial took place in the United States, Germany, Turkey, South Africa, Brazil and Argentina. 
The AstraZeneca vaccine trials took place in the UK, South Africa and Brazil. 
 

I am under 18. Should I receive the vaccine? Young people under the age of 18, who are employed in, studying or in training for health and social care 
work should be offered vaccination alongside their colleagues. As the vaccine is expected to have a similar 
safety profile and immune response in this age group, extending the offer of vaccination to these staff is 
considered reasonable. Young people who are taking part in health and social care work as volunteers, interns 
or for the purposes of work experience, should make all efforts to avoid exposure to infection; vaccination 
would only be considered for those in longer term placements and for those individuals where future 
employment in that setting was likely. 
 
Pfizer Vaccine is licensed for those aged 16 and over.  Astra Zeneca for those aged 18 and over. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/priority-groups-for-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-advice-from-the-jcvi-30-december-2020/joint-committee-on-vaccination-and-immunisation-advice-on-priority-groups-for-covid-19-vaccination-30-december-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/priority-groups-for-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-advice-from-the-jcvi-30-december-2020/joint-committee-on-vaccination-and-immunisation-advice-on-priority-groups-for-covid-19-vaccination-30-december-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/priority-groups-for-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-advice-from-the-jcvi-30-december-2020/joint-committee-on-vaccination-and-immunisation-advice-on-priority-groups-for-covid-19-vaccination-30-december-2020
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Will a vaccine passport be required for travel? 
 

This information is not yet available as a decision has not been made by the government. 

How do the vaccines work? The COVID-19 vaccine does not cause COVID-19. It helps to build up your immunity to the virus, so your body 
will fight it off more easily if it affects you. This substantially reduces your risk of developing COVID-19. 
The Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine is a lipid nanoparticle–formulated mRNA vaccine. The mRNA encodes the SARS-
CoV-2 receptor-binding domain of the spike protein. The mRNA in the vaccine is translated and transcribed by 
the body to produce this key part of the spike protein. The protein then acts as an intracellular antigen to 
stimulate the immune response. The mRNA in the vaccine is normally degraded within a few days and cannot 
incorporate into the host genome.  
 

Are the vaccines safe? 
How do we know that the vaccine is safe? 

Yes, both vaccines are safe. The vaccines have been through the Medicines & Healthcare products Regulatory 
Agency (MHRA) approval process. Clinical trials have shown both vaccines to have no serious adverse events. 
 

Does the vaccine have long term side effects? Long term side effects are not anticipated. As with any new medical product a yellow card notification 
(https://yellowcard.mhra.gov.uk/) should be completed if any side effects are experienced. This will help 
monitor for any unexpected side effects. 
A monitoring programme has been set up by the MHRA to monitor for any unexpected side effects. 
 

How long does it take after receiving the 
second dose to become immune to COVID? 
 

The vaccine should reach full effect at 7 days following the second dose. Overall the Pfizer vaccine is 
estimated to be 95% effective.  
 

Is the Pfizer vaccine the “best” one?   Both vaccines have very good efficacy. 
 

I want a specific vaccine (e.g. Oxford), can I wait 
for it? 

It is best to get to get a vaccine as soon you are offered one to protect yourself as soon as possible. 
Prevalence remains high. 
 

How long do the side effects last? 
 

The majority of side effects are mild and short lived 
 

Can I use paracetamol or ibuprofen after 
getting the vaccine? 

Yes. Unless you have a contraindication to these medications.   
 

https://yellowcard.mhra.gov.uk/
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What do I do if I feel unwell after the vaccine? Most symptoms from the vaccine are mild.  The most common events are likely to be injection site pain , 
fatigue , and headache    The vaccine may cause a mild fever which usually resolves within 48 hours. This is a 
common, expected reaction and isolation is not required unless there are epidemiological or other clinical 
reasons to suspect Covid-19  infection 
 If you have a fever you can take paracetamol.   
Severe reactions are extremely rare. If you develop symptoms of a severe reaction you should call 999. 
 

If I have the vaccine will it give me COVID-19 
and can I give it to anyone else? 

No. Neither vaccine  is live vaccine and therefore you cannot develop COVID-19 from it.  
 

How will I know if the vaccine works or is 
working? Are antibody tests needed? 

There is no need for antibody tests. The clinical trials performed have proven that both vaccines work. No 
vaccine is 100% effective so there is still a risk of getting COVID-19 even if you have the vaccine but the risk is 
greatly reduced. 
 

Do I still need to take part in staff testing if I 
have had the vaccine?  

Yes, staff testing will continue  

Can I decrease precautions once I have had the 
vaccine? 

No. Even if you have had the vaccine, at present the required infection control precautions do not change. 

Can I still get COVID-19 if I have the vaccine? The vaccine greatly reduces the risk of COVID-19 but no vaccine is 100% effective so there is still a small risk of 
getting COVID. 
 

How many other people have received this 
vaccine to date? 
 

Clinical trials to date have included more than 44,000 participants of which around half will have received the 
Pfizer vaccine. 

Does the vaccine contain thiomersal? No. 
 

What is the age range of people who can get 
the COVID vaccine?  
Can children get the COVID vaccine? 

The vaccine can be used in those aged 16 and above.  There is no upper age limit 
 
Not currently.  Trials are underway in children under 16.  
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Section 2: Current illness and COVID vaccine 
 

I am not feeling well. Should I 
get my COVID vaccine? 

If you have a minor illness without fever or systemic upset, this is not a contraindication to vaccination. 
 
If you have symptoms consistent with COVID-19 (see NHS inform website) then you should isolate and arrange testing and not 
attend for vaccination. 
 
If you have a more severe illness, then immunisation should be postponed until after recovery. This is to avoid wrongly 
attributing any symptoms to the vaccine. 
 

Section 3: Flu Vaccine 
 

I have just had my flu vaccine: 
how long do I need to wait to 
have the COVID vaccine? 

You need to wait at least 7 days.  
 

I didn’t feel well after my flu 
vaccine. Should I miss COVID 
vaccine? 

Mild symptoms following vaccination is common and signs of a normal response. Previous mild vaccine reactions are not a 
contraindication to COVID-19 vaccination. 
 
If you have previously had anaphylaxis following vaccination see advice in Section 10. 
 

Section 4: I am immunosuppressed 
 

I have immunosuppression.  
Should I have the vaccine? 

Yes you should have the vaccine. The types of vaccines being used do not pose any increased risk to those who are 
immunosuppressed. 
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The vaccine may be less effective in those with immunosuppression and so it is important to follow any guidance you have 

been given around increased precautions against COVID-19. 

 

Section 5: I have previously had a positive COVID test result 
 

I have prolonged COVID 
symptoms/Long COVID, should 
I get the vaccine? 

Yes, unless you have deteriorating symptoms 

I am self-isolating should I get 
the vaccine? 

No. If you have been identified as a close contact or have been told to self-isolate then you should not be attending for 
vaccination and should defer your appointment until after this period 
 

I have had COVID-19 in the past 
(greater than 4 weeks ago) 
should I get the vaccine? 
 

Yes. There is no evidence of any safety concerns from vaccinating individuals with a past history of COVID-19 infection or with 
detectable antibodies.  
 
There are clinical trials being undertaken to determine if past infection protects against further infection. 
 

I have had a confirmed COVID 
diagnosis within the past four 
weeks. 

Vaccination should be deferred until at least four weeks after the onset of your symptoms. If you are asymptomatic, then four 
weeks from your first PCR positive specimen. 
 

Section 6: I have taken part in a COVID vaccine trial 
 

I have been in a COVID-19 
vaccine trial - which vaccine 
should I get? 
 

If you are participating in a clinical trial of COVID-19 vaccines then provisions will be made for you to be unblinded to assess 

whether further vaccination is required.  

The trial team will contact you before your vaccination date with instructions on how to access this information. 

 

Section 7: Infection Control 

Can I decrease precautions 
once I have had the vaccine? 

No. Even if you have had the vaccine, at present the required infection control precautions do not change. 
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Can I still care for COVID-19 
positive patients even if I do 
not have the vaccine?  

Yes. 

Section 8: Care Homes 
 

Will all new residents have 
vaccine offered? 
 

In the longer term many people likely to be moving into care homes will already have been vaccinated, in the short term we 
will develop a system to offer vaccination to new residents. 
 

Section 9: Pregnancy and Breastfeeding 
 

Can I have vaccine if I am 
pregnant? 
 

The vaccines have not yet been tested in pregnancy, so until more information is available, those who are pregnant should not 
routinely have this vaccine. Non-clinical evidence is required before any clinical studies in pregnancy can start, and before that, 
it is usual to not recommend routine vaccination during pregnancy. 

Evidence from non-clinical studies of the Pfizer BioNTech vaccine has been received and reviewed by the Medicines and 
Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA). This evidence was also reviewed by World Health Organisation and the 
regulatory bodies in the USA, Canada and Europe and has raised no concerns about safety in pregnancy. 

Non-clinical studies of the Astra-Zeneca COVID-19 vaccine have raised no concerns. 

The Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) has recognised that the potential benefits of vaccination are 
particularly important for some pregnant women. This includes those who are at very high risk of catching the infection or 
those with clinical conditions that put them at high risk of suffering serious complications from COVID-19. 

In these circumstances, you should discuss vaccination with your doctor or nurse, and you may feel that it is better to go ahead 
and receive the protection from the vaccine 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-women-of-childbearing-age-currently-pregnant-planning-
a-pregnancy-or-breastfeeding/covid-19-vaccination-a-guide-for-women-of-childbearing-age-pregnant-planning-a-pregnancy-
or-breastfeeding  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-women-of-childbearing-age-currently-pregnant-planning-a-pregnancy-or-breastfeeding/covid-19-vaccination-a-guide-for-women-of-childbearing-age-pregnant-planning-a-pregnancy-or-breastfeeding
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-women-of-childbearing-age-currently-pregnant-planning-a-pregnancy-or-breastfeeding/covid-19-vaccination-a-guide-for-women-of-childbearing-age-pregnant-planning-a-pregnancy-or-breastfeeding
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-women-of-childbearing-age-currently-pregnant-planning-a-pregnancy-or-breastfeeding/covid-19-vaccination-a-guide-for-women-of-childbearing-age-pregnant-planning-a-pregnancy-or-breastfeeding
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What if I have started the 
vaccine course and then I 
become pregnant? 

If you have already had the first dose of your vaccine you should wait until after your pregnancy to receive the second dose. 
 

I am trying to become pregnant 
– should I be vaccinated  

JCVI advice is that those who are trying to become pregnant do not need to avoid vaccination. 

I am trying to become pregnant 
and received the vaccination 
not knowing that I was 
pregnant 
 

If a woman finds out she is pregnant after she has started a course of vaccine, routine advice is to complete her pregnancy 
before finishing the recommended schedule. Women should be offered vaccine as soon as possible after pregnancy.  
 
Please inform your midwife you have received the vaccine whilst pregnant. 

Can I have the vaccine if I am 
breastfeeding? 

JCVI advice is that there is no known risk associated with giving non-live vaccines whilst breastfeeding but there is no safety 
data currently available for the vaccine in breastfeeding women. JCVI advises that breastfeeding women may be offered 
vaccination and the developmental and health benefits of breastfeeding should be considered along with the women’s clinical 
need for immunisation against covid-19.  
 

Section 10: Allergies and anaphylaxis and other medications 
 

I have had previous anaphylaxis 
to vaccines/other 
medicine/food. 
Should I receive the COVID 
vaccine? 

Any person with a history of anaphylaxis (serious allergy) to a previous dose of the vaccine, or to a component of the vaccine, 
should not receive it. 
 
The Pfizer vaccine contains polyethylene glycol (PEG) which is from a group of known allergens commonly found in medicines, 
and also in household goods and cosmetics. Known allergy to PEG is extremely rare but would contraindicate receipt of the 
Pfizer vaccine. People with known PEG allergy or immediate onset anaphylaxis to multiple classes of drugs or an unexplained 
anaphylaxis should not have the Pfizer vaccine.  The AZ vaccine may be an alternative. 
 
People with a history of anaphylaxis to food, an identified drug or vaccine or an insect sting can receive any COVID-19 vaccine 
(as long as they are not allergic to any component of the COVID-19 vaccine). 
 
This advice is based on close surveillance by MHRA of the initial rollout of the Pfizer vaccine. 
Further FAQs available at: https://www.anaphylaxis.org.uk/covid-19-advice/pfizer-covid-19-vaccine-and-allergies/  

https://www.anaphylaxis.org.uk/covid-19-advice/pfizer-covid-19-vaccine-and-allergies/
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Who should not receive the 
vaccine? 

When you attend for your vaccine your vaccinator will ensure it is safe for you to receive the vaccine. 
 
People who cannot be vaccinated with either the Pfizer or AstraZeneca vaccine are those with an anaphylactic reaction to a 
previous dose of the COVID-19 vaccine, or one of its ingredients. 
 
If you are pregnant or breastfeeding, discuss the risks and benefits of vaccination with your healthcare provider prior to 
vaccination. 

I am allergic to eggs, can I still 
have the COVID vaccine? 
 

Yes. Unlike some other vaccines eggs are not used in the preparation of this vaccine. 
 
 Further FAQs available at: https://www.anaphylaxis.org.uk/covid-19-advice/pfizer-covid-19-vaccine-and-allergies/  
 

I have asthma/hayfever, can I 
still have the vaccine?  
 

Yes. 

I am on steroids. Can I still 
receive the vaccine? 
 

Yes. 

I have recently received 
chemotherapy/radiotherapy. 
Can I still receive the vaccine? 
 

Yes. 

I am on medication for 
anxiety/depression. Can I 
receive the vaccine? 
 

Yes. There are no known interactions of the vaccine with any drugs. 

Section 11:  Staff Queries – General 
 

https://www.anaphylaxis.org.uk/covid-19-advice/pfizer-covid-19-vaccine-and-allergies/
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I have a number of health 
issues (or have staff with a 
number of health issues) – can I 
be prioritised? 

Staff are being offered vaccination in line with the JCVI guidance, staff in contact with patients are currently being offered 
vaccination and other staff will be offered vaccination in line with those people who are clinically extremely vulnerable in the 
general population.  

 I am not in a current priority 
group – when will I be 
vaccinated?  
 

Patient Facing frontline health and social care staff, along with those aged over 80, are the second priority group after care 
home residents and staff.  Assuming vaccine supplies are not interrupted we anticipate offering all Patient Facing frontline 
health and social care staff access to the first dose of vaccine by the beginning of February 2021.   

Will receiving the vaccine mean 
that staff can ignore test and 
protect isolation requirements? 
 

No.  You must still follow advice from Test and Protect. 
 
See NHS Inform for more information.  

Will I get time off work for my 
vaccine? 

The majority of staff vaccines will eventually be provided at the workplace so you will be released from your shift to get the 
vaccine. 
 
You should always agree with your line manager if your appointment time is when you are on duty. 
 
The vaccine will initially be offered at a few central locations.  You should discuss with your line manager arrangements to be 
released from duty to attend. 
 
Local authorities have offered to assist with transport for Nursing and Care home staff and there will be further information 
about this shortly. 
 

Will I be compensated if I 
attend for my vaccine out of 
my normal working hours? 

Please discuss this with your line manager. 

Who will administer the 
vaccine? 

The vaccine will be administered by experienced and trained vaccinators within NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde. 

I am on maternity leave, what 
do I do about the vaccine? 

You should contact your manager six weeks before your return to work to discuss vaccination.    
 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
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If you want to, you can still make an appointment for a staff vaccination clinic, but you should read the guidance on the vaccine 
in pregnancy and breastfeeding before you do. 
 

I am on long term sick leave, 
what do I do about the 
vaccine? 

If you are on sick leave, check with your GP about whether you should receive the vaccine depending on the health concern. 
 
If your GP advises that the vaccine is appropriate, you should contact your manager six weeks before your return to work to 
discuss vaccination.    
 

I will be on annual leave when 
my second dose is due 

Appointments can be amended via the booking link.  
 

If staff decline vaccination and 
are then contacted by test and 
protect to isolate will Scottish 
Government still fund them to 
receive full wages? 
 

Yes. 

Is the vaccine mandatory? 
 

Staff cannot be compelled to have the vaccine, but it is strongly encouraged to protect staff, their families and patients. 
 

If staff are seen as very high 
risk due to COVID and are 
currently not working, will the 
vaccine mean that they are 
now safe to return to work if 
vaccinated? 

As you may be aware these vaccines are relatively new and although we know that both these vaccines are safe and protect 
people from developing severe COVID-19 disease, at the moment we have no data to support whether: 
  

 The vaccines protect against infection 

 The extent to which these vaccines would protect people who are immunocompromised 

 How long that protection would last particularly in immunocompromised people 
  
Because of these uncertainties there are on-going studies to answer some of these questions and meanwhile the 
recommendation from the Chief Medical Officer of the Scottish Government is that vaccination should not be used as a criteria 
for people to return to work if they are currently shielding and/or advised to stay off work due to their health condition.  
 



 
NHSGGC COVID Vaccine FAQs for Health and Social Care Staff 
Version 06 12/01/21 

 

Will new staff starting require 
to have the vaccination before 
commencing employment? 

At present this is not a requirement, but staff will be offered vaccination and encouraged to take up the offer. 

Can I attend any location for 
my vaccination? 

You should attend where you have been offered an appointment, there are a range of locations.  

If I get the vaccine and then get 
tested could the test have a 
“false positive”?  

No. The vaccines do not cause false positives.  

Section 12: Covid Vaccines and other vaccines 
 

I have just had my flu vaccine: 
how long do I need to wait to 
have the COVID-19 vaccine? 

You should not have any other vaccines 7 days before, or 7 days after, either dose of your COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

I haven’t had my flu vaccination 
this year.  Do I need to have 
had that to get my COVID-19 
vaccination?  

No, it is not necessary to have had the flu vaccination to receive the COVID-19 vaccination. 

Section 13: How to become a vaccinator  
 

How do I become a vaccinator? 
 

Any expressions of interest should be sent to covid.recruitment@ggc.scot.nhs.uk. The team will then process applications and 
do checks etc.  
 
Once these are complete individuals will then be transferred to COVID Vaccination Bank team. 
 

Section 14: Appointments 
 

How do I book an 
appointment? 

 We are now in the position to be able to offer all staff in Priority 2 groups the opportunity for the COVID vaccination. Priority 2 
staff are:  
 
Patient facing, frontline healthcare workers. 

mailto:covid.recruitment@ggc.scot.nhs.uk
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Staff who have frequent face-to-face clinical contact with patients and who are directly involved in patient care in either 
secondary or primary care/community settings. 
 
Non-clinical but patient facing staff in secondary or primary care/community healthcare settings. 
This includes non-clinical ancillary staff who may have social contact with patients but are not directly involved in patient care. 
This group includes receptionists, ward clerks, porters and domestics. 
 
Laboratory and pathology staff 
Hospital-based laboratory and mortuary staff who frequently handle SARS-CoV-2 or collect or handle potentially infected 
specimens. 
 
Social care staff directly involved in the care of their service users and others involved directly in delivering social care such 
that they and vulnerable patients/clients are at increased risk of exposure 
This includes, for example, workers in residential care for adults and children, supported housing, and also personal assistants 
and social workers who have face-to-face contact in the course of their duties including child, adult, mental health officer 
duties and public protection. 
 
Based on current delivery schedules for vaccine the programme for first doses will take until 7 February.   This may change 
depending on vaccine supply schedules. 
 
The booking link will be made available to you via your line manager.   

I still haven’t received access to 
the booking link?  

There are over 100000 staff to be vaccinated Everyone who is eligible will receive an appointment in the coming weeks. 

My role is not patient facing, 
when will I receive my vaccine? 

Staff not in a patient facing role will be called in accordance with the guidance for the rest of the population.  

I can’t find an available 
appointment I can attend/the 
clinics are fully booked  

More appointments will become available over the coming weeks.  
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Why I haven’t I be vaccinated 
when other staff members 
have? 

We would like to reassure you that we will continue to vaccinate at pace and at scale in line with the national guidance as 
quickly as supplies are received. We are aware that there seem to be rumours or misinformation circulating about staff 
inappropriately receiving the vaccine before frontline staff.  While there will be individual examples of this due to other risk 
factors or instances when the booking link was shared when it should not have been, we want to assure you that we are 
sticking to the priority groups in the CMO letter.   
 

What time should I arrive for 
my appointment? 

To help us ensure physical distancing at the vaccination clinic, please do not attend the clinic more than 5 minutes prior to your 
allocated appointment time. 
 

I haven’t received a 
confirmation email from 
webropol, what should I do? 

Please check your junk email.  
The most common explanation for this is that the address has been entered incorrectly. 
If it is not there when you click register there is a summary screen which you can print off instead.   
 

Is parking at the Louisa Jordan 
Hospital free? 

Free parking tokens for the multi-storey car park will be made available to you once you have had your vaccination.  

Why has my second dose 
appointment been changed to 
12 weeks? 

The Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) has recommended that as many people on the JCVI priority list as 
possible should be offered a first vaccine dose as the initial priority before administering second doses.  
 
The four UK Chief Medical Officers agree with the JCVI that at this stage of the pandemic prioritising the first doses of vaccine 
for as many people as possible on the priority list will protect the greatest number of at risk people overall in the shortest 
possible time and will have the greatest impact on reducing mortality, severe disease and hospitalisations and in protecting the 
NHS and equivalent health services.  
 
Operationally this will mean that second doses of both vaccines will be administered towards the end of the recommended 
vaccine dosing schedule of 12 weeks. This will maximise the number of people getting vaccine and therefore receiving 
protection in the next 12 weeks. 
 
As such, the COVID vaccination programme within NHSGGC will be adjusted as follows:  
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Those staff who have had their first dose since 8 December and who are currently scheduled to receive a second dose will not 
be given this dose now but will be appointed within 12 weeks.  If you have an appointment for your second dose on or after 5 
January then this will be cancelled and you will be contacted in February to make another appointment. Please do not attend 
for your second appointment in January.  
 

I don’t agree with this 
approach to changing the 
scheduling of my vaccination 

The changes have been made based on recommendations from the Joint Committee of Vaccination and Immunisation.  This 
was because they now understand that the first dose of vaccine gives protection substantially higher than originally thought 
(around 90%).  The second dose is still important to provide longer lasting protection and is expected to be just as safe and as 
effective when delivered up to 12 weeks after the first dose.      
 
Further information is available: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/949505/annex-a-phe-
report-to-jcvi-on-estimated-efficacy-of-single-vaccine-dose.pdf  
 

When will I be able to book a 
second dose appointment? 

Those staff who have received their first dose will be contacted via the email address / mobile phone number given when they 
booked so that they can book their second appointment.  

 
If you do not get a notification it may be because the email or mobile phone number that you have entered is incorrect.   

 
If appointments were made by your line manager then you should contact them to make arrangements. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/949505/annex-a-phe-report-to-jcvi-on-estimated-efficacy-of-single-vaccine-dose.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/949505/annex-a-phe-report-to-jcvi-on-estimated-efficacy-of-single-vaccine-dose.pdf

