
Key Principles 
 
These key principles relate to the work of the Clinical Advisory Board and all of its clinical 
subgroups. 
 
• Current practice is not sacred. The planning advice provided should be shaped by the 

best available understanding of future developments and best practice. 
 
• The needs of patients and their families should be the primary focus of all service 

planning. 
 
• Multidisciplinary team working is central to almost all clinical practice and planning 

should fully reflect this dimension. 
 
• The emphasis is on identifying the best systems and models of care and the provision 

necessary to ensure these are delivered and not on designing a hospital. 
 
• Every opportunity should be taken to draw on the best relevant experience from 

comparable centres and services. 
 
• Planning should be fully informed by potential changes in demographics, age limits and 

national or regional service reconfiguration. 
 
• Clinical service planning should support the need to recruit and retain staff, to utilise staff 

and all other resources effectively and efficiently and to function as a centre of academic 
excellence. 

 
Service planning should explicitly consider the particular needs of all the age groups for 
whom the new hospital will provide care. 
 
Membership  
 
Name Profession  Designation 
A Watt Doctor  Lead Clinician 
J Mullen Management  Management Information Officer 
S Sloss Management  AGM Imaging (SGH) 
C Williams Doctor  CD Labs 
B Knight Doctor  Cardiologist 
J Sinclair Doctor  Anaesthetist/Intensivist 
M Connor Doctor  Genetics 
D Wilcox Doctor  Geneticist 
E Murtagh Physiologist  Head of Cardiac Physiology 
P Galloway Doctor  Biochemist 
A Howatson Doctor  Pathologist 
L Chalmers Doctor  Haematologist 
J Ferguson AHP  Superintendent Radiographer 
M Bradnam Clinical Scientist  Nuclear Medicine / Physics 
P Robinson Doctor  Metabolic Consultant 
A Irwin Medical Illustration Chief Medical Photographer 
I Ferguson Diagnostics  General Manager 
C Hajivassiliou Surgeon  Paed Surgery Consultant 
 



 
Remit 
 
To provide advice to the Clinical Advisory Board with regard to the configuration of in-house 
laboratory (including medical genetics) and diagnostic imaging (including cardiac 
catheterisation) facilities that will best support safe high quality clinical services. 
 
Key Tasks 
 
• To establish a clear understanding regarding the laboratory and diagnostic imaging 

services, or elements of service, that will require to be provided within the New 
Children’s Hospital building. 

 
• To identify those key interactions and synergies between in-house laboratory services 

which require to be reflected in the configuration of accommodation and facility. 
 
• To identify the key principles which should inform the configuration of the diagnostic 

imaging facilities including: 
 
- patient pathways 
- effective use of staff 
- radiation safety 
- emergency/elective activity 
- provision of anaesthesia 
 
• To identify the key physical and functional relationships between the laboratory and 

diagnostic imaging services and other hospital service and departments and to make 
recommendations as to how these should be addressed. 

 
• To identify how in-house laboratory and diagnostic services and other hospital clinical 

services will interact with paediatric laboratory or diagnostic services elsewhere on the 
hospital site and to make recommendations regarding how these interactions should be 
reflected in the configuration of accommodation/facility.  

 
• To identity the key interactions regarding the function of the cardiac catheterisation 

laboratory and make recommendations as to how these need to be reflected in location 
and configuration. 

 
• To review the relationships relating to the clinical (as opposed to laboratory) genetic 

services both with other laboratory services and also other clinical departments and 
identify the most appropriate location and configuration of the clinical service. 

 
NB:  In delineating  the above tasks the term “laboratory services” is taken to include those 
laboratory services relating to medical genetics. 
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