
Antibiotic Information Leaflet  
(CIPROFLOXACIN)
Initial 10 day course
Why have I been given this medicine?
You or your family may have been exposed to anthrax, by 
breathing in anthrax spores. Anthrax can cause fever and 
severe breathing problems. Inhalational Anthrax can be 
prevented by treatment with antibiotics.  Anthrax can kill if 
antibiotics are not taken. You are being given this antibiotic 
medicine to prevent Inhalational Anthrax. 

What medicine have I been given?
You have been given an antibiotic called CIPROFLOXACIN.
CIPROFLOXACIN is a commonly used antibiotic and easily 
taken by most people.
CIPROFLOXACIN is not suitable for you if you have had 
a severe or allergic reaction to ciprofloxacin, levofloxacin, 
moxifloxacin, ofloxacin, or nalidixic acid. If this applies to 
you or you may think that this applies to you, then you must 
see a doctor or other health care professional such as the 
hospital pharmacist today for an alternative treatment.

You must read the information leaflet included with 
your medicine
If you experience severe side effects, which prevent you 
from taking this medicine, please consult your usual doctor 
or other health care professional, taking this leaflet and 
your medicine with you. It is extremely important that you 
continue to take the medicine until you get further advice.

What if I am pregnant or might be pregnant?
Anthrax poses a serious risk to your health and that of your 
unborn child. You should start to take CIPROFLOXACIN now 
and seek further advice from your doctor or midwife as soon 
as you can.

What dosage should I or my children take?
These are special doses for the prevention and treatment of 
inhalational anthrax.  These may differ from those given in 
the Patient Information Leaflet for Ciprofloxacin.  
Please make sure that you take the dosage for  
10 days as listed here:

Adults and children 12 years and over must take one 
500mg tablet twice a day 
Children 8 years old and under 12 years must take two 
250mg tablets twice a day
Children 4 years old and under 8 years must be given 
either one 250mg tablet twice day or if you have been given 
suspension (liquid) for this age group then they must be 
given 5ml of suspension twice a day
Children 2 years old and under 4 years must be given 
4ml of suspension twice a day
Infants 9 months old and under 2 years must be given 
3ml of suspension twice a day 
Babies 10 weeks old and under 9 months must be given 
2ml of suspension twice a day 
Babies 4 weeks old and under 10 weeks must be given 
1ml of suspension twice a day 
Babies less than 4 weeks old will be given a dose based 
on their weight and must be given twice a day

If tablets have to be given to a child and the child has 
difficulty swallowing them, then the tablets can be crushed 
and mixed with something sweet such as honey or syrup to 
mask the bitter taste.

How long do I need to take this antibiotic medicine?
This supply will last for ten days. You must complete 
10 days of treatment. Some people may need a 
longer course of antibiotics. You must remain alert for 
announcements in case this applies to you. 
Announcements will be made by radio, television, 
newspaper and other media. Instructions will be given about 
who will need further antibiotic treatment and how and 
where to get the medicine from.
If you are returning to a country outside the United Kingdom 
please get advice from your local health service before you 
finish the course. You may need further treatment.

Can I pass Inhalational Anthrax to other people?
No. Inhalational Anthrax does not pass from person to 
person (or between people and animals). There is no need to 
avoid personal contact or to quarantine yourself. There is no 
reason to stop work. You and your children should carry on 
with your normal work, school, leisure and family activities.

Could I still develop Inhalational Anthrax?
A few people may still develop Inhalational Anthrax. This is 
unlikely if you have been taking the antibiotic treatment as 
instructed.

If you have or you get the following symptoms: 
Fever 
AND one or more of the following:
Severe headache, chest pain, cough, shortness of 
breath

Then you must seek medical attention without delay as you 
will need additional treatment. DO NOT STOP TAKING 
THE ANTIBIOTIC MEDICINE THAT YOU ARE ALREADY 
TAKING.

What should I do if I develop other symptoms or health 
problems?
DO NOT STOP TAKING THE ANTIBIOTIC MEDICINE 
THAT YOU ARE ALREADY TAKING. Please read the 
Patient Information Leaflet that came with the antibiotic 
medicine. If you are still worried then speak to your usual 
doctor, nurse or pharmacist.

PLEASE READ THE PATIENT INFORMATION LEAFLET 

DON’T FORGET: watch the media for new information, 
which will be important for you and your family.
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